Nonpoint Source Liaison Workgroup Meeting Minutes 

October 20, 2005 

Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg, Pa.

Overview and Announcements

Glenn Rider called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 a.m.  There was very good attendance and Glenn noted the diversity of representatives at this meeting.   All in attendance introduced themselves.  The EPA FY2005 Section 319 grant award for Pa. is $5.9 million; the FY2006 grant application is for the same amount.  From all indications, the budget will be tight for FY2006 and the next fiscal year.

The Pa. Bulletin should include an announcement for the NPS Management Program Update next month. A 45-day public comment period will follow the announcement.  EPA review and approval will follow the public comment period and consideration of all comments.

The Nutrient Trading Policy is open for public comment.  A 45-day comment period ends November 18, 2005. Charlie Abdalla mentioned that there is a call for papers for the Water Quality Trading Conference scheduled for May 23-25, 2006 in Pittsburgh.

EPA Review and NPS Program Insights

Both Fred Suffian and Suzanne Hall attended representing EPA Region 3.  Fred provided current events and EPA insights.  The national EPA budget was received on time for FY2005.  It was approved in August 2005, with grant awards made shortly afterwards.  The FY2006 budget will hopefully be finalized in the next 3-4 months.  In FY2006 a significant budget cut will occur; the EPA cut will be $82 million.  Carry over from prior grants is being used to maintain FY2006 at the same level as FY2005. A key part of Pennsylvania’s funding depends on satisfactorily reporting of last year’s accomplishments.

Successes and accomplishments linked with water quality are the key to continuing Section 319 funding.   Pennsylvania is the only EPA Region III state currently updating their NPS Management Program. The goals are quantifiable, far-reaching and aggressive.   There are “new tools” on the street: trading policy and market based approaches to solving problems that bring other programs/dollars to the table. 

NPS Management Program Update

Glenn briefly reviewed where we are with the NPS Program Update.  It is still in internal review and will hopefully be ready for public comment as noted in the Pa. Bulletin.

Growing Greener (GG) I and II Update

Jackie Lincoln, Pa DEP Grants Center Director, provided some highlights and changes that have been made.  A handout was provided summarizing the main points from GG I and GG II.  

Under the GG II Bond Initiative, DEP is allotted $230 million for its existing programs which include:  watershed protection, mine and acid mine drainage remediation (minimum of $60 million), plugging abandoned oil and gas wells, flood protection, geological hazards, brownfields remediation (transfer up to $5 million annually to DCED) and advanced energy projects (up to $10 million annually).  Other Departments receiving GG II Bond funds are the DCNR with $217.5M, PDA at $80M, DCED with $50M, PFBC receiving $27.5M, and the PGC at $20M.  These funds are only for capital improvement projects.  No administrative salary /costs are allowable.   

The County Environmental Initiative Program allows counties to designate bond eligible projects.  The designation dollar amount varies depending on the class size of a county.  There is a total of $90 million for the County Environmental Initiative Program.  Funds for these projects are deducted from the different agency allocations depending on the type of project.  The GG II Bond will support eligible CREP practices with funds from the $230M DEP allocation.  Both GG I and GG II funds from the DEP will support implementation of CREP practices.  

The GG I administrative cap will increase from 2% to 5%.  The Pa DEP will not fund the same grant with both GGI and GGII sources.  

Work group Break Out Sessions

Glenn reminded the work groups to review both the existing approved Management Program Update and the proposed Update to the NPS Management Program and note accomplishments for the past (federal) fiscal year.   These will be incorporated in Pa’s FY2005 NPS Annual Report, due to EPA Region III mid-March 2006.

The second task for the workgroups was to use the Success Story template to share some Section 319 project successes in each of the NPS categories, e.g. AMD, Agriculture, Storm water, etc.  These will also be included in Pa’s FY2005 NPS Annual Report.  

Work group Reporting

After a break for work groups to meet, each of the groups reported back with a short summary of Goals and Objectives accomplished during the year.   The past Federal fiscal year’s accomplishments are the focus of Pa’s FY2005 NPS Annual Report.

2006 NPS Liaison Work group meetings

The work group will meet on Thursday, June 29th (canceled) and Thursday, October 12th, 2006.  Meetings start at 10am and be are held in Room 105, Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg, Pa.  

Glenn thanked everyone for their attendance at the NPS Liaison Work group meetings and the work group’s contributions in 2005.    The meeting was adjourned at 2pm.  
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